
14th Annual Stroke Symposium  

Saturday, Oct. 26, 2024, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.

In person:  
Pastides Alumni Center
900 Senate St., Columbia, SC 29201

Online: Attend virtually through live streaming:
Registered participants will receive a link for an application that can be used on any 

device. Receive the same credits while attending online.



Stroke symposium agenda
	
7:15 a.m. 	 Registration and continental breakfast

8:00 a.m. 	 Welcome/Building Bridges
	 Greta Harper, MD

8:15 a.m. 	 Expediting Time to Suite in Ischemic Stroke 
	 Hemanth Pasupuleti, MD

8:40 a.m. 	 Informed Consent
	 Charles Sprinkle, JD

9:05 a.m. 	 Strategies for Building a DTN Process with Telestroke
	 Bill Chiles, MD; Naresh Mullaguri, MD;  
	 Lynn Leslie-Turpin, MSN, RN, CCRN, NE-BC

9:40 a.m. 	 Telehealth/Telestroke Certification
	 Joseph Hanna, MD

9:55 a.m. 	 Break

10:25 a.m. 	 Diving Medicine for Neurologists
	 Robert Sawyer Jr., MD, FAHA

11:05 a.m. 	 ICH Early BP Management
	 Chirantan Banerjee, MD, MPH

11:35 a.m. 	 AVM Management 
	 Erwin Mangubat, MD, MPH

Noon 	 SAH Survivor Perspective
	 Ted Tester

12:10 p.m. 	 Break/Lunch

12:40 p.m. 	 Imaging Updates
	 Ervin Lowther, MD

1:05 p.m. 	 Carotid Intervention
	 Joe Blas, MD, FACS, RPVI

1:30 p.m. 	 Rehab
	 Emese Simon, MD

1:55 p.m. 	 USC Brain Health: Partners in Cognitive Health
	 Brad Cole, MBA, FACMPE

2:20 p.m. 	 Navigating Post-stroke Depression
	 Anu Nagar, MD

2:45 p.m. 	 Tracheostomy Timing in Stroke Patients
	 Steven Wiseman, MSN, AGACNP-BC, CEN, CCRN, TCRN

3:10 p.m. 	 Horizons in Stroke Research
	 Souvik Sen, MD

3:30 p.m. 	 Closing
	 Forrest Lowe, MD 

Objectives    	

At the conclusion of this program, the 
medical professional should
be able to:

• 	 Identify standards and tools for emergent 
stroke evaluation.

• 	 Describe elements of stroke diagnostic 
evaluation and related treatments.

• 	 Illustrate elements of stroke recovery 
process.

Accreditation
The University of South Carolina School of 
Medicine Greenville/Prisma Health–Upstate 
designates this live activity for a maximum 
of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

The University of South Carolina School of 
Medicine Greenville/Prisma Health–Upstate 
is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) 
to provide continuing medical education for 
physicians.



Guest speakers 
Chirantan Banerjee, MD, MPH
Dr. Banerjee is an Associate Professor 
of Neurology at the Medical University 
of South Carolina (MUSC). He obtained 
his medical degree from B.J. Medical 
College, Gujarat University, India. He then 
completed the graduate epidemiology 

program at Columbia University Mailman School of Public 
Health in New York, New York, where he worked in the 
Northern Manhattan Stroke study (NOMASS) with a focus 
on diabetes as a risk factor for stroke. Subsequently, 
he pursued an internal medicine internship, followed by 
neurology residency and vascular neurology fellowship at 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, 
Texas. He joined the division of Stroke and Cerebrovascular 
Disorders in the department of Neurology at MUSC in 
2015 and maintains an active clinical practice through the 
university and MUSC Health’s Telestroke Program. He is site 
principal investigator for several clinical trials and research 
studies with interest in cryptogenic stroke in young 
patients, telestroke outcomes and non-atherosclerotic 
causes of stroke. He also serves as Program Director of 
the Vascular Neurology Fellowship Program and Medical 
Director, Quality, of Neurosciences.

Robert Sawyer Jr., MD, FAHA
Dr. Sawyer is a Professor of Neurology at 
the University of Virginia in Charlottesville 
with areas of interest in vascular neurology, 
general neurology and stroke research.  
He attended medical school and trained 
in neurology at Case Western Reserve 

University with fellowships in eye movement and undersea 
medicine. He retired from a 30-year U.S. Navy career as a 
Special Operations Officer (EOD), Undersea Medical Officer 
and neurologist. He also served as a flight physician for 
Metro Life Flight, Cleveland, Ohio. He is a consultant for 
Axiom Space. 

Steven Wiseman, MSN, AGACNP-BC, 
CEN, CCRN, TCRN
Steven Wiseman is a nurse practitioner 
who works full time in the Neuro ICU and 
Intermediate Care Unit at the University of 
Virginia Medical Center in Charlottesville. He 
is also an officer in the US Army Reserve. 

Beyond neurocritical care, his clinical interests are trauma, 
emergency medicine and wilderness medicine, all of which 
occasionally come in handy while doing what he really likes 
– being outside on a bike or skis.

Prisma Health speakers 
Joe Blas, MD, FACS, RPVI, Vascular Surgery

Bill Chiles, MD, Emergency Medicine 

Brad Cole, MBA, FACMPE, Executive Business Director,  
USC Brain Health Network

Joseph Hanna, MD, Neurology					   

Greta Harper, MD, Chief Medical Officer				 

Forrest Lowe, MD, Neurology

Ervin Lowther, MD, Radiology

Erwin Mangubat, MD, MPH, Neurosurgery

Naresh Mullaguri, MD, Neurocritical Care

Anu Nagar, MD, Psychiatry
	  			 
Hemanth Pasupuleti, MD, Neurocritical Care			 
	
Souvik Sen, MD, Neurology					   

Emese Simon, MD, Rehabilitation				  
		
Charles Sprinkle, JD, Legal Affairs	

Lynn Leslie-Turpin, MSN, RN, CCRN, NE-BC,
Director, Critical Care and Emergency Services

Ted Tester, Stroke survivor
Married with five children, Ted worked 
40 years for Michelin Tire Corporation as 
a maintenance and quality engineer. He 
was discovered to have a subarachnoid 
hemorrhage on October 21, 2018, and 
was a treated at Prisma Health Richland 

Hospital for three months, followed by three months of 
rehab at The Shepard Center in Atlanta, and four months 
of rehab at a Prisma Health facility in Columbia.
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Parking

Limited metered parking spaces are located in close proximity of the Alumni Center on Senate Street. Parking is 
available in the adjoining City of Columbia-managed Park Street garage. The garage has two entrances: one on 
Park Street and one on Pendleton Street. The Alumni Center does not guarantee parking and has no control over 
the availability of parking spaces or the cost to park. Access to the Alumni Center from within the parking garage 
is on Level 2. This Alumni Center entrance is accessible Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Signs will be posted. 

Registration information
Registration fees: 
Live: MD, DO, PA, NP 		  $125
Live: RN, LPN, PT, OT, SLP	 $75 
Live: EMT, RT, students, etc.  	 $50

Prisma Health employees and virtual attendees receive 25% discount. 

Registration fees will be used to support stroke survivors outreach. 

For any questions regarding this information, please contact the CME staff at CME@PrismaHealth.org.

To register, visit https://prisma.health/Symposium.

Target audience:
•	 Physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners; emergency and internal medicine; neurology, 

pediatric neurology and psychiatry
• 	Nurses
• 	Rehabilitation therapists
• 	EMTs and paramedics

https://prisma.health/Symposium

